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Hello to everyone and I hope you are well.

I will keep my update brief, as I am trying to get round to groups and provide a brief
overview of  what has been happening in the life of  the centre. Within this edition, the
groups have provided a very good overview of  what has happened within their own area. 

More pertinent matters to bring to your attention:
 Our lease of  the CACA site on which we operate is due to expire in December 2025.
We are currently working with Council to be granted a 10 year lease, together with
having legal advice provided to us in their review of  the draft document. 
We have previously conducted internal workshops to identify what we consider are
the major challenges we see are facing CACA going into the future. The need to
increase our membership base and the offerings made available to current and new
members, is seen as a major matter for consideration.
We have utilised an external body to help us understand what new members and
members of  different age groups require of  the Centre, make maximum use of  our
available space and direct a marketing plan. A major item appears to be that we
develop new workshops and offerings to accommodate people such as working
mothers to attend classes say after hours which ties in with their working hours and
family requirements.
Internally we are proposing to conduct a review of  the operations of  North Street
Made (NSM) to determine how we can improve the results of  the shop to warrant the
major efforts of  so many members. An interesting observation is that the varying
groups who attend different classes are not often visitors and customers to the NSM
shop.
Recently we received a partial grant from Sunshine Coast Council to upgrade the
Centre’s Electrical Power Board. The power board, being identified in Council’s
maintenance report as a safety concern, will also maximise available power to the
Centre to hopefully enable an additional pottery kiln to be installed. 

I encourage you to read all of  the articles in Art-I-Facts as you will then obtain an
overview of  the large efforts occurring throughout the Centre by many of  our members.

I will mention three examples of  very successful events members have provided
throughout the last quarter, which all should be extremely proud of, being:
 -  Mothers Day Artisan Fair
 - The Quilt Show
 - The concert provided by the CacaPhonics Group.

Thank you 
 

Michael McDonald OAM

President’s Report
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Dear Members, 

We take a moment to remember and celebrate the life of  a great friend to CACA, 
Mr Mark McArdle, who passed away on 14 August 2025.
 

For 16 years in Office as State Member for Caloundra and more, Mark and his wife Judy
were great champions of  the CACA cause and were demonstrable in advocacy, funding
support and personal involvement in CACA. He served his much-loved Community very
well indeed. Together, their passion for the Arts, and as art lovers, saw them as frequent
companions to us all at CACA at our annual fairs and the very many other art and artisan
craft cyclic exhibitions. 
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Vale - Mark McArdle
21/12/1956 - 14/08/2025

Remembering Mark Mc Ardle. 

For 16 Years, our 
State Government Member for Caloundra 

and 
great advocate for 

and supporter of CACA  INC.

Our thoughts are with Judy at this most difficult time.

Rest in Peace Mark. 
 

You will always be remembered at CACA for your enduring friendship, 
your great effective advocacy 

and strong support for this important community asset.

Jonathan Jones AM

Vital externally-sourced funding for the addition of
the ‘Sturgess Wing’ at CACA was assisted in no
small way by his involvement - just visit to read the
commemorative plaque on the wall there. 
‘Sturgess’ is now a shining tangible example of  his
support, and was at that time a very important
expansion of  CACA’s capability to create new
opportunities and grow the capacity for our
community to pursue artistic passions. 
That is very apparent today.



REMEMBERING OUR REMARKABLE JOAN CRANE. 

Foundation member of  Caloundra Quilters (1986) and Life Member since 2003. Joan was
a tireless worker for our group in many capacities - the last role she held for many years
being Bus Trip Coordinator. She had a strong grasp of  math and spent many years
recording and tallying members' sales sheets for each Fair as well as enlisting Quilters to
handle the receiving of  each CACA member's goods for sale. Joan worked assiduously
for The Gallery (now NSM), helping make it the success it has become. 

Her expanding family received her gifts of  quilts, all individually made, with each recipient
in mind. One of  her greatest loves was "Alice in Wonderland" and her quilt of  the same
name and of  which she was very proud, is beautiful, especially considering her failing
eyesight. At our recent quilt show there was much interest in her "Southern Aurora" Quilt
inspired by her trip to Alaska.
 

Her loves outside quilting were many. Apart from her family these were many and
included War Widows, Legacy, and Jim Beam Clubs. As with quilters she held various
executive positions with these groups, still being Treasurer for War Widows and Jim Beam
Clubs at the time of  her passing. Joan was an avid traveller at home and overseas, even
having a trip booked on the 11th of  August for a 5-day Mystery Trip. 

Joan died on the 6th of  August, surrounded by all the love of  her family just as she had
extended her love to them during her lifetime. She was a wonderful friend and great
contributor to every group fortunate enough to call her a member. Joan died 4 months
short of  her 100th Birthday having lived a very full, and interesting life. 

We love you Joan and will miss you dearly. 
(Written by fellow Quilter and friend - Jill Barker)
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Quilters

Joan with a
couple of  her
amazing quilt

creations.
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2025 QUILT SHOW

What a great and wonderful Quilt Show we had on the weekend of  26th and 27th July.
Our Quilt Show Convenor, Faye Carr, and her exceptional team certainly excelled
themselves in delivering an A1 Show. We received very high praise for the quality of  our
quilts and the infinite care in matching their hanging. 741 visitors attended over the two
days with a minimum of  35 members working at any one time to ensure its success. 

Photos of  our successful winners are displayed below.

Winners in the Large Quilt Category: Judy Goos with her magnificent “Confetti Madness”
which took out First Prize, Amanda Taylor & Muriel Beith 2nd Prize and Jenni Parkhill took
out Third Prize with “Phoebe”.
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Winners in the Small Quilt Category: Bridget Roberts whose quilt has been chosen to
display at the Brisbane Quilt Show in October won first prize. Second prize was won by
Helen Morrow with her quilt “Fables” and Minh Williams 3rd with her Japanese memory
quilt

ENTHUSIASTIC MEMBERS have been very productive since the Quilt show producing
amazing work for our “Show and Tell” at Weekly meetings. With the high caliber of  work
being produced our next Quilt Show is bound to be a blockbuster. The enthusiasm has
certainly rubbed off  on many of  our members as we prepare to share four days of  fun
and friendship, not to mention the quilting, at our Bribie Quilter’s Retreat this coming
week. 

Silvia Hovey
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Aspects of Art
It is 12 months since our wonderful facilitator and mentor, Margi Parry, finished taking our
group. Margi dropped by last week to see how we were going.  

Patti Kronk and myself  have been coming up with little challenges every session. Our
experienced artist, Bev Black has given us a few lessons in painting negative spaces
using watercolours where we paint over the top of  the undercoat.....quite a challenge but
we thoroughly enjoyed the fun. We are pleased we have attracted quite a few new
members this year. Our group is called Aspects of  Art because of  all the many aspects
we explore lately our challenges have been:
 - collage
 - drawing with a stick with indian ink on wet watercolour paper
 - finger painting(NB. the People's Choice Award at this year's Archibald Prize was a 
    finger painting)
 - drawing seed pods with white on black paper
 - mandalas
 - Painting leaves by using only tiny dots.
 

We are a friendly, relaxed group and we DO NOT compete. At the end of  each session all
work is displayed and comments from the artist and other members are encouraged.
What is delightful is we frequently discover that a certain technique really really suits one
of  us so they can go deeper into that technique.

Our main strength is our ability levels range from raw beginners to experienced artists
who have sold many works. We all inspire and help each other.

Anne Wensley 
Joint facilitator
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Pottery
Greetings one and all,
 

Winter is almost over. It will be lovely to welcome the warmth of  Spring and all that comes
with a new season, new growth sprouting and hopefully new creative inspiration for
pottery. During the cooler months we really notice how long it takes for our pottery to cure.
It’s always about the creative journey, the process in bringing forth a one-off  piece for all
of  us to enjoy.

We welcome three new members. Nathan, Giselle and Diana will join our group in
August. Jan will take them through a basic training course which will highlight safety
issues, the correct use of  equipment and general potting information.
 

Once again a kiln maintenance crew devoted a couple of  hard- working days on a
weekend in July to grind down the shelves, paint them with wash and dry them. This
process is contingent to maintaining the shelves for the smooth running of  the kilns.

The glaze-making team do a great job to keep us well stocked with our favourite glazes.
Being that the manufacture of  glazes is a science, we are grateful for those who produce
and develop a wide range of  colourful glazes. Julia continues to trial new mixes which
some of  us experiment with. Some potters use commercially made glazes which have
produced some really beautiful works.

Recently, Jan held a slip workshop instructing the group how to use stencils, layering and
the use of  a slip trail. It was well attended and they found it most helpful. 

Vicki lead a small animal sculpture class where she taught how to assemble and refine a
sculpture. unique creatures have been built and we look forward to seeing the finished
sculptures.

The CACA committee has given the OK to extend the hours of  the facility. Hopefully these
times (6.00-9.00 pm on Tuesday nights), will inspire people to make use of  the place
outside business hours. Usual fees will apply.

Following an approval by the CACA committee, we have begun to build a bird bath which
will be situated in the gardens of  the CACA premises. This sculpture will be constructed
in acknowledgement of  50 years of  Caloundra Potters. Helen has used buff  raku clay
and is off  to a great start. This shared project will be decorated with individually hand-
hewn items made by members.

Last Tuesday, we gathered for morning tea, for “Plate Day”, when we number our plate,
draw a numbered ticket and receive a new plate. 39 plates were re-homed.

As Joan and Bronnie step away from their involvement with Caloundra Potters, we took
the opportunity at the morning tea to honour them for their long standing valued
contribution to our group. They received flowers and gifts and a beautiful clay dedication
plaque was presented to them. This plaque was made by Jan. Susan and Vicki shared
stories of  their mutual potting experiences. 

Over many long years, Joan and Bronnie have fulfilled differing roles, Joan officiating as
President of  CACA as well as taking on the responsibility as Group Leader. Bronnie took
an active role on the firing team and was a great source of  information about the many
aspects of  pottery. During their time with us, both have generously shared their
knowledge, technical skills, time and effort for which many of  us are grateful.

Joan has kindly donated to the group many of  her pottery tools. Recently Brian installed
her extruder. It expels coils of  clay in a range of  differing sizes and shapes. It’s great for
hand building items and has been in popular use since the initial installation. Many thanks
Joan.
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We have had a series of  discussions recently regarding the ongoing care of  the facility,
future funds for equipment and the financials of  Caloundra Potters. A small group of
members were appointed to collect data and report back to the group with their
findings. Thank you to those who spent time in discussions and to those who
researched and prepared the detailed report. It was a very useful process.
 

Mike McDonald, the president of  CACA, spoke to us last week about the ongoing
implications for CACA and its relationship to the Community. Ideas were exchanged
about fund-raising and how to bring more community awareness to the North Street
Made shop and all that CACA has to offer. 

At the moment, we are preparing for the next Christmas Fair which will be held on the
weekend of  the 8th and 9th of  November. All members are encouraged to exhibit their
work. A percentage of  these sales goes directly to CACA, as does our work which is
sold in the gallery.
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The girls at Machinery Embroidery celebrated their birthday last month and had a
beautiful lunch with everyone getting a present and a fat quarter. They also did a project
called making your own fabric. They will now use their piece they have made and make it
into something to sell at the Christmas Fair in November. 

We also have welcomed Ann, Di and Karen into our group extension of  dressmaking. We
still have some room if  anyone else is interested.

Give me a call on 0408458339 or call in on a Monday to check us out.
 

Carolyn
Group Leader

Machine Embroidery GirlS



Hi everyone, 

Well the count down is on to the November Christmas Fair on 8 /9th November. 
It is a big fundraiser for the centre and I need all the help I can get, from selling
your goods, hostessing or just volunteering a couple of  hours over the weekend. 

The old saying is ‘more hands make light work’ 
so I am asking everyone to do a little. 

If  you want to know anything about the fair, please ring me on 0408 458 339 or call
in to Machine Embroidery on a Monday to ask questions and I will endeavour to
answer them.

The first fair meeting is Tuesday 9th September at 9.30am. 
Come and say hello.

Carolyn Price
Fair Co Ordinator
0408458339
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Christmas Fair

Caloundra Arts Centre Association Inc. gratefully acknowledges the
funding received from the Sunshine Coast 

Community Partnership Funding 
which supported the operational expenditure of  CACA contributing

to our insurance and cleaning costs.
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Stitchers meets every Wednesday morning 9am-12noon. Our members undertake a
variety of  ‘stitchy’ projects such as knitting, crochet, embroidery, sashiko, cross-stitch, as
well as enjoying each other’s company. 

Early July Quilters had a two-day workshop on Wednesday & Thursday using our meeting
areas, so we had an excursion to the Power Boat club. We had a delightful time, still
creating items as well as devouring the yummy scones, jam & cream.

The first Wednesday of  each month Rosemary is conducting a ‘learn to crochet granny
squares’ workshop. Who knew there were so many different sorts of  granny squares!
Everyone’s crochet is improving and eventually they will learn to join all the squares to
make a lovely rug.

Stitchers



The winter season has seen Wednesday afternoons filled with activity, with members
exploring a variety of  printing methods including our second challenge for the year: A
linocut block design printed in a monochrome colour scheme. 

Linocut involves the transfer of  a design onto vinyl or linoleum - a soft synthetic material
commonly used for floor covering - it is a relief  printmaking method in which areas that
will not be seen are cut away. It is one of  the most traditional forms of  printing. Many
thoughtful responses from members produced innovative and striking artworks for display.
Using only one colour and its tones and tints added to the challenge. 

The Collagragh has also featured during the winter season following our workshop with
this method last Autumn. Many members are new to the variety and techniques of
Collagragh printing so the roller press was literally "running hot" exploring ideas. As our
third challenge was also a Collagragh design using a warm or cool colour scheme,
pursuing the perfect print has occupied many printing sessions. The high quality of
results showed members increased knowledge and skill using this form of  printing.
 

Many members attend workshops or art exhibitions outside C.A.C.A. so "show and tell" is
an important part of  H.P.P. afternoons. We have viewed and discussed vibrant hand
printed fabrics, ecoprints on card, tetrapak and collagraph prints as well as interesting
catalogues from art exhibitions and informative chats and examples of  anything new in
printmaking products. Thankyou to members who contributed to "show and tell" during
the winter season, helping to expand our knowledge of  the craft of  printmaking.

There were many participants in the Gelli-print workshop despite the lack of  power.
Lamplight and pulled back curtains provided enough illumination for the workshop to go
ahead. Gelli-plate printing is always popular as the results can be used in so many ways
eg: card making, 3D objects and collage and what better to do while watching prints dry
than eat a delicious strawberry dessert cake made by our expert baker and team leader
Lin Smith. Many thanks Lin.

Congratulations also to H.P.P. members who had printed artworks assessed and accepted
for sale. Showcasing fine examples of  the unique art of  printmaking and adding to the
range of  merchandise sold at North Street Made. 

Finally Autumn and Winter has seen many members travelling locally, interstate and
overseas. We hope all members had safe travels and enjoyable adventures and wish the
same to members travelling in the near future. May all return with renewed inspiration and
creativity as we approach the final Spring season for 2025. 

Till next time...from H.P.P.
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Hard Pressed Printers
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Quilt Show
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A World Without Violence

WE INVITE STUDENTS IN YEARS 7, 8 AND 9 TO SUBMIT A
2D ARTWORK THAT CELEBRATES THE THEMEOF NON-
VIOLENCE.
SUBMIT ORIGINAL ARTWORK BY FRIDAY 14TH NOVEMBER.
TO CALOUNDRA ARTS CENTRE 5 NORTH ST, CALOUNDRA.
WINNERS ANNOUNCEDON SATURDAY 15TH NOVEMBER

STOP VIOLENCE

The Zonta group of  Caloundra have invited
students in year 7,8 & 9 to submit artworks
that celebrates the theme of  non-violence.

Winners will be announced and the
students art will be on display at CACA on

Saturday 15  November.th

CACA ARTISTS & ARTISANS
 ARE INVITED 

to display their work on this theme for the
students and their families to view at 

this event.

To support this event and inspire our
emerging young artists register your
interest by emailing CACA Secretary:

secretary@caloundraartscentre.org.au
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CACAPhonics Concert
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Embroiderers

Spring is almost here!! 

Embroiderers have had a delightful three months. We have welcomed several new
members since the last Artifacts publication.
Congratulations are offered to the Quilters for their fabulous Quilt Show in July. It was
outstanding. We also congratulate CACAPhonics for their concert in August. Several of
us joined the fun and enjoyed the sing-along.

Our main news is the workshop being undertaken currently with Jenny Clouston. The
ladies are enjoying pushing their boundaries and, even after the first day, the works were
looking quite stunning. I can’t wait to see the end results. We are currently organising a
second workshop with Jenny in October and November. 

Early September we have been invited to join the Bribie ladies for another Friendship day
which will be lovely.

Enjoy.

-   20  -



Our group have been busy working on our lovely art pieces. Photos of  some of  our
members’ art pieces are displayed in this article. 

Showcasing Artists: -
• Mark Barnes
• Margie Bartlett
• Jill Pearson
• Trish Nugent
• Berenice Little
• Ruth Bowie

NEW MEMBERS
We are pleased to welcome our new member.
• Annette Taylor
• Patricia Coulter
• Caroline Sorensen
• Robyn Brett
• Paula Sita (3 months here on holiday)
• Gillian Airlie 
• David Luscombe

DISPLAY CABINET
This year’s display in August has proven to be as impressive as usual thanks to Barb
Farlow.

Moving on to prepare for the next fair is now on the agenda. As our group has grown with
new members, hopefully we will have more members showcasing their lovely art in
November.

Colour our world with joy and creativity.

Friday Art Group Leader
Janelle Dempster   
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Friday Art
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You may have heard Friday nights with Seaside Scrapper is not just about Scrapbooking.
We are a social and creative group who complete many different UFO craft projects. 

To inspire us back into Scrapbooking we hosted a Scrapbooking workshop with guest
speaker Deb Kozlovic, a Creative Memories consultant. Deb walked us through several
page layouts and techniques, using simple tools to preserve our cherished photos and
memories, ensuring we enjoy our memories for many years to come. We all got our
groove on, full of  fun and inspired conversations. 

All are welcome and we hope to see you at Seaside Scrapper on a Friday night. 
Contact Leonie for more information 0438 941 654.

Seaside Scrappers



North Street Made
Artisan Gifts
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North Street Made has some lovely new items on display at the
moment, we have some very creative members here at CACA. Items
change constantly with new stock being added every few weeks, and
the display changes every month giving a new outlook to North Street
Made.
 

We are currently looking for a few more volunteers to help out when
members are away or unavailable. If  anyone is interested just pop in to
North Street Made and have a chat to one of  our friendly Ladies.

NORTH STREET MADE
ARTISAN SHOP

OPEN 7 DAYS | 10 AM - 2 PM
5 North Street, Caloundra
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Lacemakers
Caloundra Group Celebrates 40 years

In 1985 Norma O’Keefe, Isobel Scott and Irene Sephton formed  a group of  Lacemakers
within the  Stitchers Group of  Caloundra Arts Centre.

Lacemakers became an official group of  the Arts centre in 1986 and has grown over the
years with numbers fluctuating during over time. We currently have 13 members. 

We frequently collaborate with other lacemakers in Queensland to help us with our
displays including ‘Lace: A Spacy Odyssey’, ‘Tammy’ the Flamingo and ‘Warrior Princess’
to go on display in November for the Zonta Art Exhibition.

We celebrated the event over lunch. Each member received a pair of  commemorative
bobbins decorated with Caloundra Lighthouse and Glass House Mountains, painted by
Britt Fairchild (WA), inside a hand felted purse (made by Marina and Maureen) adorned
with 40 year anniversary button.



Welcome from the Spinning and Weaving group.

Our members have had a wonderfully busy and successful year so far! At this year’s
annual Caloundra Show, held at the Maleny Showgrounds in June, the Caloundra
Spinning and Weaving group shone brightly, bringing home a fantastic array of  prizes:

1st & 2nd place – Hand-spun novelty yarn
1st place – Hand-spun, any fibre
1st place – Woven garment using hand-spun
 2nd place – Woven garment, any fibre
 st place – Knitted or crocheted garment using hand-spun (Samoyed fur)
3rd place – Woven garment, any fibre (Mohair)
 

Congratulations to all our winners! These awards are a reflection not only of  individual
talent but of  the spirit of  creativity and craftsmanship that runs through our group.

Over the past few months, we’ve been delighted to welcome many new members into the
fold. With this growth, our supply of  group spinning wheels has been well and truly
depleted! If  you have any spinning equipment that’s no longer in use and would like to
see it find a good home, we would gratefully accept donations. And of  course, new
members are always welcome – whether you’re curious to learn or already experienced,
you’ll find a friendly and supportive community here.

Our members are always creating, and each week we set up a show-and-tell table to
share our latest hand-made treasures. These displays never fail to inspire – from yarns
and garments to woven and knitted pieces, there’s always something unique to admire.

Photos of  these beautiful works are regularly shared on our Facebook page.
👉 Follow along with us online: Caloundra Spinners and Weavers Facebook Group

We look forward to sharing more creativity, friendship, and fibre fun with you in the months
ahead!
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Spinning and Weaving
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Creative Arts
As we emerge from winter and with Christmas looming quickly, Creative Arts Group is
flowing along smoothly.

July was our group AGM and we always combine fit with a Christmas in July celebration
to make the meeting less dry and boring!

Christine Hopkins was re-elected as group leader and Carol Rix was re elected as our
treasurer. Thanks Carol for putting your hand up again, it is appreciated.
A special mention to Heather Dunlevie for stepping up as acting group leader when I am
unavailable. Thank you.

A couple of  our members are currently having their first solo exhibitions.
Carol Rix is in her final week exhibiting at Beerwah Library. A wonderful collection of
artworks Carol- it looks lovely!
Teresa Durie is currently exhibiting at Talented Friends Gallery in Caloundra with opening
night last week. Teresa has exhibited in South Korea previously and is set to do so again
next year.

Our group is gearing up to exhibit as a group at Beerwah Library in December and
January. We will have photos for the next magazine!

Happy Spring everyone! 😊
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Workshops

In late 2024 we commenced organising a variety of  workshops for members as well as
non-members. They have been extremely successful. Over 90 people have attended the
workshops, some attending nearly every one!
So far, we have run the following workshops: Felting, Boro, Katazome (indigo dyeing),
Watercolour painting, macrame, Momigami, Eco-dyeing and Jewellery making.
Upcoming workshops are Slow Stitching, Introduction to Acrylic Paining and Aluminium
Plate Etching. Checkout the CACA website for details or email:
workshops@caloundraartscentre.org.au

“The art of making by hand 
is a timeless tradition 

that continues 
to shape the modern world”.

ABC ‘Culture by Design’ program



WORKSHOP SCHEDULE
LEARN NEW SKILLS AND HAVE FUN WITH LIKEMINDED
ARTISTS. ALL EXPERIENCE LEVELS WELCOME!

7 SEPT.

13 SEP

23 AUG

18 OCT

30 AUG.

 Eco-dyeing workshop.  

Slow Stitching Workshop

Slow Stitching Workshop.

 Understanding Acrylic Paint.

Aluminium Plate Etching.

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST

Joan 5444 0871
 workshops@caloundraartscentre.org.au



NORTH STREET MADE
ARTISAN SHOP

OPEN 7 DAYS | 10 AM - 2 PM
5 North Street, Caloundra

Destash Market
Saturday 20 September

PO Box 45
Moffat Beach Qld 4551

0492 986 240
Info@caloundraartscentre.org.au

Dont Miss It

Quilt Show Challenge
‘Budgie Smugglers’
by Mel and Leonie_____________________________________


